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June 12, 2022 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

Over the past nearly two months, we have been celebrating the Joy of Easter, 
going all the way back to the glorious Easter Sunday on April 17th !     For the past 
50 days, we’ve celebrated the 7 Sundays of Easter, Ascension, and last Sunday, 
the great Feast of Pentecost, which joyfully concluded the Easter Season.  This 
week, the “celebrating” continues with the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.  
Throughout the past 2 months, we’ve been celebrating the greatest “Event” in 
our Faith---the Easter Event and all that means for each of us.  But today’s Feast is 
not about a “ sacred event”, but rather a “Sacred Identity”:  the very Identity of 
God! 

From our earliest days, we’ve been taught that God and the Blessed Trinity are 
synonymous----that our One God is Three Divine Persons: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  Parents teach their babies from earliest days how to make the Sign of the 
Cross.  It was in “the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” 
that we were all baptized.  That is how we begin every one of our prayers, 
professing belief in the Trinity.  Every Sunday we profess our Creed, beginning 
with:  “I believe in one God---- Father…Son….Holy  Spirit….and one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church.  We have also been taught in our religion/CCD classes that 
the Trinity is one of the “mysteries” of our Faith.  We may not be able to 
completely understand it----it may not make logical sense----it may defy human 
comprehension, but that is what we believe….it’s a matter of Faith.  Priests study 
complex courses about the Trinity during Seminary formation.  Our own Diocesan 
Patron, St. Augustine, one of the greatest theologians in our Catholic tradition, 
wrote extensively on the Mystery of the Trinity. 

We might be tempted to think that we need to “figure out” this Mystery, 
which of course is impossible.  However, when we stop to think about it, there are 
many mysteries in our lives that we can’t always figure out; we simply and 
gratefully embrace the reality.  Human life is one of those “mysteries”---the 
beauty of a new-born baby.  The love of husband and wife for one another is also 
a beautiful human mystery, as is parental love---why fathers and mothers do what 
they do for their children---the self-sacrifice that they do so willingly makes no 
human sense; it’s a “mystery”, explained only by Love. 
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The Beauty of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is that kind of Mystery---not 
some-thing to be figured out so we can control it, or understand it; rather some 
One to be embraced and loved in return. 

Today’s Scripture Readings have each helped to provide us with profound 
insights into God’s Love.  The Book of Proverbs reminds us that God has always 
existed, even before the creation of any “thing”, including our world.  God is 
Eternal; better said, God IS!  Today’s Responsorial Psalm is from Psalm 8, well-
worth prayerfully reading in its entirety, as it reflects on the creative power of 
God; and yet, that powerful, Creator God made us, human beings “little less than 
the angels”, in His very own image and likeness.  In today’s Second Reading, St. 
Paul reminds the Romans (and us) that “we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and….the Love of God has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”  And in today’s Gospel passage, Jesus 
tells His disciples that “the Spirit of Truth” will soon come to them to explain more 
fully all that He, the Son of God, had been teaching them, because, as Jesus said,  
“everything that the Father has is Mine”  Jesus is reminding the disciples that God, 
Father, Son and Spirt, will be with them always to guide, protect and love them. 

I’m not sure why, or how, we sometimes develop this attitude toward God 
that He is distant from us, or that He is only watching us to try to catch us if we 
make a mistake, or commit a sin.  We somehow think He is only interested in 
punishing us----the “Gotcha” God.  In another place in the Gospel, Jesus tells us 
that it’s just the opposite:  “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world might be saved through Him”  In other words, God is 
not slightly interested in punishing us, being angry with us, rejecting us, or 
condemning us.  God only wants to be ONE with us----and He desperately wants 
US to be ONE with HIM. 

That is Who God is---a Trinity of Persons, Father/Son/Holy Spirit, in perfect 
Love with one another---living in perfect Harmony with each other----and 
experiencing absolute Communion in their Godhead.  As God lives within Himself, 
that is how Jesus intends for us to live with God, AND with one another.   And that 
even when we struggle and encounter difficulties in our lives, the Love of the 
Father, the Grace of the Son and the Truth of the Spirit will help us to remain 
faithful.  That is why we heard St. Paul wrote so beautifully today:  “We can boast 
of our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and endurance, 
proven character, and proven character, hope, and hope does not disappoint, 
because of the Love of God for us.”  That is another way of saying that we should 
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live together in our human family, and in our human relationships, as God lives as 
Trinity---in harmony, in communion, and in love. 

And so today, we rejoice in the Mystery of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  A 
“mystery” to be embraced, not figured out.  In the same way that we embrace all 
the other beautiful mysteries of our lives:  the mystery of a father’s and mothers’ 
love for their children, the mystery of the special bonds of marriage and family, 
the mystery of young men and women discerning God’s plan for their life 
vocations and how best they can give of themselves in service to others.   

On this very solemn and special Feast, let us also pray for the intercession of 
our dear Blessed Mother who is our greatest human example of how to embrace 
the mystery of God in our lives.  In the words of our Holy Father Pope Francis 
from his reflections earlier today in Rome:  “May Our Lady, daughter of the 
Father, mother of the Son, and bride of the Spirit, help us to welcome and bear 
witness in life to the mystery of God-Love.” 

God bless you, now and always! 

Faithfully yours in Christ,    

+ Bishop Paul J. Bradley 


